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expeditions in arranging with and forwarding guides and porters to us in India, chose six porters, also of Courmayeur, to serve under his direction. Several of these had nearly completed their course as porters, and were, so far as knowledge of mountain-craft is concerned, guides in all but name. The guide and porters left Marseilles on 9th May, and we meantime were busily occupied in completing arrangements at Srinagar.
In attempting an expedition to Sum this season there were two discouraging factors: (1) owing to failure of crops in Sum the two preceding summers no supplies were to be had there, and all the rice, corn, and meal required to feed our cooliee during the season, as well as our own baggage and supplies, had to be forwarded twelve marches from Srinagar, thus necessitating large advanoe-oaoravans; (2) the easiest and quickest route to Suru, of which the first nine marches were over the Leh route, was much congested by unusual Government transport during the months of May and June, and there waa great difficulty in procuring a sufficient number of ponies.
We therefore decided to send our Start caravan